
BOURBONNAIS PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES
RECORD OF REGULAR BOARD MEETING PROCEEDINGS

September 23, 2013

President Dave Stejkowski called to order the regular meeting of the Board of 
Trustees of the Bourbonnais Public Library District at 7:02 p.m. on September 
23, 2013 at the library.

Trustees present: Sandra Beaupre, Mary Kay Blankestyn, Natalie Netherton, 
and Dave Stejkowski. Patricia Paul and Judith Smead were absent.

Also present: Library director Diana Dillinger and former library trustees Ellen 
Stringer and Keith O’Dell.

Stejkowski noted that there was a quorum present and tabled the presentation of 
the audit by Brian Zabel of Zabel & Associates until Mr. Zabel arrived. Stejkowski 
also asked to move up the appointment of trustee Pat O’Brien’s replacement. 
Stejkowski said that when a trustee resigns so close to the election, he feels 
it is good to appoint the next highest vote getter as a replacement and moved 
to appoint Ellen Stringer to the vacant board position. Beaupre seconded the 
motion and it passed with a vote of all ayes. Paul and Smead were absent. 

President’s Report: Stejkowski thanked everyone for their patience while he is 
dealing with his grandmother’s illness.

Secretary’s Report: None. The board reviewed the minutes from the regular 
August meeting. Beaupre made a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes 
as corrected and the minutes from the executive session on Aug. 19. Netherton 
seconded the motion and it passed with a vote of all ayes. Paul and Smead 
were absent. 

Correspondence and Communications, and Public Comment (action items 
only): None.

Financial Report: Stejkowski presented the Treasurer’s report. The board re-
viewed the bills. Stejkowski made a motion to pay the bills as presented. Beaupre 
seconded the motion. Stejkowski, Beaupre, Blankestyn, Netherton and Stringer 
voted aye. Paul and Smead were absent. The board reviewed the balance sheet. 
Stejkowski said the balance sheet is slightly over budget due to the roof repairs 
but is otherwise tracking okay. He will submit the balance sheet to the auditor. 

Director’s Report: 

Logo: The new logo is ready for revealing. The website is ready to go, name 
badges are ordered and the newsletter banner is updated for October.

Email blasts: The library has signed up for an email blast program through 



Constant Contact at a cost of $318 per year for up to 2,500 email addresses. 
People can sign up from a link on the library’s website and the staff is collecting 
addresses at the circ desk. About 75 people have signed up so far.

Funds received: A third tax disbursement was received in the amount of 
$317,983.14.

Book Sale: The Friends of the Library’s annual book sale raised $1,800. The 
Friends just donated $570 for items for the children’s department, including a 
rug, replacement train table and train set and shelf markers.

Deadlines: Sept. 24 Last day to enact a budget and appropriation ordinance, 
which shall be published once thereafter. Sept. 30 Last day to transfer unex-
pended funds from prior fiscal year to Special Reserve Fund. Oct. 15 per capita 
grant application due.

Site plans: The site plans previously drawn up by architect Jeff Jarvis were dis-
cussed at last month’s meeting. Dillinger included copies of the various options 
with her report for trustees who were not on the board at that time.

Director’s salary: Dillinger reminded the board that her salary increase is usually 
retroactive. Stringer made a motion that the director’s salary increase be retroac-
tive to May 1. Beaupre seconded the motion. Stejkowski, Beaupre, Blankestyn, 
Netherton and Stringer voted yes. Paul and Smead were absent. 

Committee Reports: 
Personnel and Finance: None.
Policy Committee: None.
Long Range Planning: None.

Unfinished Business: 

Health Insurance: No new information is available as yet. All forms have been 
sent to the underwriters. No report has been received back from them as yet.

Logo:  As discussed above, the logo is ready for revealing. Dillinger asked 
when trustees will be available for a photo op. A photo was set up for 10 a.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 26.

New legal counsel: Stejkowski reported he was still waiting for responses and 
will report to the board as soon as possible.

Presentation of audit:
Brian Zabel of Zabel & Associates presented the audit report. Zabel pointed out 
that the report is longer because of some accounting changes due to govern-
ment accounting standards. He reported that the audit showed no problems or 



ongoing issues. He suggested lowering the levy for the Audit Fund and letting 
the fund balance go down. He also suggested using last year’s surplus to bring 
down the deficit. Stejkowski thanked Zabel for his report. 

New Business: 
Accept audit report: Beaupre made a motion to accept the audit report as 
presented. Stringer seconded the motion and it passed with a vote of all ayes. 
Paul and Smead were absent.

Approve transfer of unexpended funds to Special Reserve Fund: Stejkowski 
asked the board to consider whether the funds should be transferred to the Spe-
cial Reserve Fund or left in the General Fund to reduce the deficit. Consensus 
was to leave the money in the General Fund.

Election of treasurer: Stejkowski made a motion to elect Stringer treasurer. 
Beaupre seconded the motion and it passed with a vote of all ayes. Paul and 
Smead were absent. Stejkowski requested that Dillinger get Stringer listed 
with HomeStar Bank to sign checks and get former treasurer O’Brien's name 
removed from all acounts.

Approve Budget & Appropriation Ordinance: Beaupre made a motion to ap-
prove Budget & Appropriation Ordinance 13-05. Stringer seconded the motion. 
Stejkowski, Beaupre, Blankestyn, Netherton and Stringer voted yes. Paul and 
Smead were absent.

Review Chapter 10, “Marketing, Promotion and Collaboration” of Standards 
for Illinois Public Libraries: The board reviewed Chapter 10, “Marketing, Pro-
motion and Collaboration” of Standards for Illinois Public Libraries for the per 
capita grant application. 

Public Comment: None.

Adjournment: At 8:32 p.m., Netherton made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
Beaupre seconded the motion and it passed with a vote of all ayes.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Kay Blankestyn, Board Secretary


